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Misterious Ref^a^iee in the Baltic Sea ( • 
Claims to have escaped from Latvia but has disappeared in Sweden without 
leaving a trace . 



London 






" On Saturday^;>r the IVhit^sunday ( Vasarsvetki - in Latv,; i.e, on 28 May - 

. from a small rubber boat is ^ t 

Transl*) I took up^tD niy ship in the altic Sea a refurree from Latvia 

and five hours leter the Sv/edieh autorities took him over but aftervzards 
i^ot anything 

I did^hear^KBxMiM^ about his fate , asserted a captain of a Scandinavian 

steamer^ interviewed by the correspondent of Laiks in London, thus presenting 

a riddle vzhich up to now has got no answer. 

The docks of the harbor of London are wide. Here is the meeti.ng place for 
entire 

ships from the^Xh^iR world. Here are also seamen from all the corners :;f the 

world. Look, one of them, a captain of a Scandinavian ship, v;ho is kr;o^'/n 

also to the Latvian seamen. And here is his story: ” It occured on Saturday 

of the </hit/sunday . It v;as ten minutes past ten o’ clod' in the morning. 

The air was clear, the sea sunny, only the white tons of v/aves and the tha 

senman 

barometer were announcing that a storm is approaching. The -on-du.ty 
ran into my cabin and reported that somebody out in the sea is shouting for 
help... My vessel, having a course to the scuth, v/as in the vicinity of 
the Swedish coast and, when stepninfT, out to the decV:, I discovered by the 
binoculars e rather small rubber boat in the waves and a man in it v/ho 
shouted and v/aved to us. I ordered the steersman to reduce speed and to 
rpnrcach the boat. Actual.ly it was not rO boat but a rubber reft of the kind 
which was used in wartime • by the airmen an^^in^Pflad of the li fe -boa t. , 

The ra.ft was filled ^’ith vjater un to ito edge and the man v/as sitting- -up to 



his waist in water. 



‘Ve lov.’ered the ladder end the rescued ski 11 climbed up to the deck 

but hin rubber sailing vessel, remained in the waves of the Baltic Sea. 

The rescued was n :nan of about 55 had oblcnc'. enerj:etic fe.ce, 

v/as of raedi\mi hoi 'hit. He had a orey hernoscu.n suit, v/erkinr boots 

5;\nd a cap with a peak. Ho spoke fluently Ger'non end was in cofam.and of some 
Snalish toe. He told thot h- is cominp from Latvia, from Alo^ensroys ( 565 O 
2105 on L'\tvi.ir Army Map 1: 200,000 ~ Transl.). Told that ho had set off 

for the sea in the rubber bent tv.'o days aro. Really, he was unshaded, had 
a board of about tv/o days. He told that he had been threatened by danp'er, 
arrest or deportati ens , B^’t here I caught doubts because v/hen I offered 
him a meal, he refused and accented only a cup of coffee. He had an identity 
card ( r^erscnas apl.isciba - in b^tv.), issued by the Soviet aui^rities, in 
his pocket. 

When aslced by the corres->onent of Laiks about the naiae of the escanee, 
the captain rspllj.^s that he has for.p-.ottsn it but th.ere' v;as a definite fee liner 
that he does net v/ant to mention this name since it is known that the shin's 
lop: book contains all hanrenin'^s ^ thus Rixr> this reception of the refugee on 
the ship too, and the lop; book thus should contain also this name all the same 



whether it is a true one or assumed. The caotain continued: 

" The refuses had not rouph hands. he had the apuearsnee of a. 

technician, mechanician or auto mechanician. He had no weapons and he told 

that he had v;anted to escape from Latvia and now he has accomplished it. 

Swedish 

The radio operator of the ship meanwhile yot in contact with the^ frontier 

set 

gijards, we stop-ped at the^hnrbor and in the afternoon of the s?me day v;e 
handed over the sscanee to the Swedish aut^rities. T have.^heard 
about him since then. I have found nothing about the escapee either in 
the Swedish or European pewspapers. Maybe the Latvian newsracers have srijcK 



by chance any information about this raan asked the contain. " No ? " 
he repeated my answer and continued then: " V/ell, this matter is not sc 



simple, o.s you mirht believe. After having rescued him we rrave him dry 

clothes. These clothes I received reocntl 3 r baclc in a parcel which was 

s:iTQit±R5^ mailed from th.^ post office in Stockholm, A verson v;ith a Swedish 

surname was sender there and it was addressed to rQ'' shirrin'" 

cornp;:ny. If he v/ore only a refujf^ee then the Sv/edish police, after the larss 

of the quarantine time, 'vould let him -i-o free bv JciyxKK Mm the ricrhts of 

M" 

a political reA.ia*ee- or expell him but nobody of us ds Icnowsv.’hat happened 
to 

this man. He seemed to be intellirent, was talkative and he had soms^- 
thiinrr important. 

-'hat was this " something important", the captain did not v/ant to reveal. 

V/hy ? It is understandable that the captain asked not to mention his and 
his ship’s name, because the steamer is sometiraes sailinr; to harbors behind 
the Iron Curtain, Danair and Gdynia and Stettin, but v/hat v/o.s that whic:: 
prohibited the captain to mention the name of the rescued and this "something; 
important" . 
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